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Our annual Giving Season has begun.  We want to thank you 

for your commitment to Saugatuck Church through your par-

ticipation in our programs and your financial support. You 

make possible everything we do!   

We can all rejoice that we are back in our beautiful church 

home .  We are excited about what lies ahead.   

Take a look at what’s been happening in just the last few 

months! 

•  We are supporting dynamic youth programming, a confir-

mation class of fourteen 8th and 9th graders, an active high 

school youth group and young people who are leading wor-

ship and serving in our midst; (also, the number of volun-

teers teaching Church School doubled this fall!); 

•  Our first art opening and the creation of a labyrinth have 

inspired the formation of two new ministry teams, currently 

taking shape: one to explore prayer practices and one to ex-

plore faith through the arts; 

•  Every week we welcome guests and new attenders to 

worship, three of whom joined Saugatuck Church this fall; 

•  Our doors have opened to countless community 

groups, as far ranging as the Saugatuck Nursery 

School, Y’s Men, Young Women’s League, Boy Scouts 

and nearly twenty 12 step groups; 

•  We have partnered with Westport’s interfaith com-

munity to clean the Saugatuck River and host com-

munity conversations on race. 

In short, we are living out priorities named during our 

2015 Leadership Retreat:  to  support the faith devel-

opment of young people, engage the wider communi-

ty and explore faith in and through arts. 

Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Whoever sows bounti-

fully will also reap bountifully!”  This is a message that 

applies to all of us as well as to the early church.  We 

as individuals and as a church can reap bountifully 

thanks to your generous gifts and God’s generous spir-

it!  For 2016, we want to expand our reach so we ask 

that you think how you can Expand Your Reach! 

(Con nued on page 3) 
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Prac cing Thanks-giving   
 

Recently,	I	received	a	jar	of	homemade	applesauce,	tied	with	a	green	bow	and	topped	with	a	thank‐you	
note.		It’s	on	my	‘to	do’	list	to	write	a	thank‐you	note	to	the	person	who	sent	me	that	thank	‐you	gift	(right	after	I	
gobble	up	the	applesauce!).		It	can	become	a	vicious	cycle,	can’t	it?		Thanking	someone	for	the	thank‐you	for	the	
thank‐you:		Help!		I’m	trapped	in	a	thank‐you	vortex	and	I	can’t	get	out!	

	 Of	course,	saying	thank‐you	for	applesauce	is	easy.		Even	making	the	applesauce	in	the	ϐirst	place	can	be	
great	fun	(especially	if	you	have	one	of	those	hand‐crank	apple	peelers	and	small	children	to	crank	it…).		“Praise	
God	for	apples,	cider	donuts	and	glorious,	fall	days!”	That	kind	of	thank‐you	just	bubbles	up,	doesn’t	it?		Like	the	
psalmists,	we	burst	into	song:		“Praise	the	LORD!		I	will	give	thanks	to	God	with	my	whole	heart!”		(That’s	from	
Psalm	111.)		

OK.		Maybe	you	don’t	actually	burst	into	song.		But	you	know	what	I	mean,	right?		We	all	recognize	the	feel‐
ing	of	gratitude	that	swells	up	inside	you,	when	you	encounter	a	beautiful	day,	resolve	a	difϐicult	dilemma	or	re‐
ceive	an	unexpected	gift.			

But	what	about	saying	“thank	you”	when	times	or	circumstances	are	tough?		The	apostle	Paul	says,	“Give	
thanks,	whatever	happens.”		(1	Thessalonians	5)		Whatever	happens.		“You	mean:		Give	thanks	when	I	get	a	ϐlat	tire	
in	the	rain?	Give	thanks	when	the	pain	shoots	through	my	abdomen,	or	when	that	pink	slip	shows	up	on	my	desk?		
Really??	Because	I	gotta	say:		in	moments	like	those,	I’m	not	feeling	the	joy…”		Still:		“Give	thanks,	whatever	hap‐
pens.”	

Maybe	Paul	doesn’t	mean	that	we	need	to	thank	God	for	the	ϐlat	tire.		Maybe	he’s	encouraging	us	to	give	
thanks	while	changing	that	tire;	or	navigating	that	pain	in	your	gut	or	ϐiguring	out	how	you’re	going	to	pay	next	
month’s	bills.		Maybe	Paul	is	talking	about	giving	thanks	the	way	we	talk	about	prayer	or	worship…as	a	kind	of	dis‐
cipline,	or	a	faith	practice.		So	I	say,	“Dear	God:		My	tire	is	ϐlat,	I’m	cold,	wet	and	crabby,	but	I’m	still	thankful	that	I	
have	a	car.		Thank	you	for	the	strength	to	change	a	tire	–	or	for	people	I	can	call	on	in	times	of	trouble.		Thank	you	
that	I	have	a	hot	shower	waiting	for	me	when	I	get	home…”			

Saying	‘thank	you’	like	that	shifts	our	focus	and	invites	us	to	live	out	of	a	place	of	gratitude.		I	think	it	also	
opens	us	up,	makes	us	a	little	more	patient	and	compassionate	(not	to	mention	less	prone	to	high	blood	pressure!).			
Maybe	it	even	leads	us	to	that	other	kind	of	prayer,	the	prayer	that	shifts	our	attention	away	from	our	own	distress	
and	onto	others.		As	in:		“Dear	God,	today	I	got	a	glimpse	of	what	it	means	to	feel	really	lousy,	kind	of	vulnerable,	
even	scared.		So	now	I’m	thinking	about	the	people	who	feel	like	that	every	day.		Please	be	with	folks	who	can’t	get	
to	work	because	they	can’t	afford	gas,	or	because	they	are	sick,	or	because	no	one	will	hire	them.		Please	comfort	
them	today	and	help	me	to	do	what	I	can	to	help	where	I	can…	Oh!		And,	thank	you.”			

Practicing	gratitude	may	also	stir	us	to	greater	acts	of	generosity,	as	in,	“How	can	I	say	thank‐you	for	all	
you’ve	done,	God?		Here:	take	my	gifts,	and	use	them	to	make	a	difference	in	the	world.”	As	you	prayerfully	consid‐
er	your	pledge	to	support	the	ministries	of	Saugatuck	Church	in	2016,	you	might	even	think	of	that	pledge	as	your	
thank‐you	note	to	God.			

My	own	thank‐you	note	reads,	in	part,	“Thank	you,	God,	for	this	amazing,	dedicated,	faith‐ful	community	
called	Saugatuck	Church!”	

Still	practicing,	

Alison	
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Please prayerfully consider your pledge to Saugatuck Church.  This year, 

we invite you to prayerfully challenge yourself to increase your giving, because God in-

vites us to live generous lives.  Could you increase your pledge by 20%, 30%, or even more? 

If you’d like to make an online pledge please go to our website hƩp://saugatuckchurch.org .   There you’ll 

find a link in the center of the home page to a page where you will find a number of opƟons available to mak-

ing your pledge and/or paying your pledge online. 

Every pledge, no matter the size, is an expression of thanks to God and sustains our shared ministry, so we 

can make a difference in Westport and beyond, thank you!  Please join us on Sunday, November    for Grati-

tude Sunday, when we  will bless your pledges and give thanks to God for all we receive. Thank you.	

Faithfully, Rev. Alison J.B. PaƩon; Stewardship CommiƩee; Bruce Borner, Chair; Karen Kim, Jane Mangold, 

Ann Radley, Gary Stuart, Dan Long (ex officio). 

(Con nued from page 1) 

Dear	Friends,	

I	am	pleased	to	share	with	you	that	I	will	be	graduating	from	Yale	Divinity	
School	in	May.		I	would	love	to	discuss	how	things	are	going	and	answer	
any	questions	you	may	have	about	my	journey.	In	a	word,	it	has	been	trans‐
formative.		It	has	also	been	quite	busy	between	classes	at	Yale,	a	year	of	su‐
pervised	ministry	at	First	Church	in	Fairϐield	and	a	year	as	a	chaplain	at	
Norwalk	Hospital.	As	I	look	beyond	graduation,	the	next	steps	include	more	
chaplain	intern	work	to	complete	the	requirements	of	a	professional	chaplain.		Whether	the	internship	
work	will	be	part	time	or	a	full	time	residency	is	yet	to	be	determined.	Thank	you	for	your	support	as	I	
follow	my	call	to	ordination	(chaplaincy	is	an	ordained	call).	I	ask	for	your	continued	support	as	I	work	
through	the	steps	of	writing	an	ordination	paper	and	other	requirements	to	be	presented	before	the	
Fairϐield	West	Association	Committee	on	Church	and	Ministry.		I’ll	keep	you	posted	on	my	progress.		
Peace,	Linda		

 From	Our	Member	in	Discernment	
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Musings from the Moderator: Church Leaders 

1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
 

There is certainly no shortage of information about how to be an effective leader:  thousands of books and 

articles are written about the topic. Go on the internet, and again, you can find tens of thousands of hits on 

how to lead.  There are some great suggestions out there on this topic – but most of them focus on leading in 

the business world.  Leaders in a church, I think, should possess some of the same skills as business leaders, 

but I also believe that as members of a church, we need to look for leaders in the context of our faith. 

When we are seeking leaders in our church, we need to consider the qualities of a good leader in the context 

of our faith in Jesus Christ. Skills that are necessary in the business world aren’t always the same ones we are 

seeking in leaders from a faith community.   At the last Council meeting, the members generated a list of 

qualities that they would like to see in the people that we choose to lead our congregation. In addition to 

these personal qualities, the members of the Council also stressed 

how important it is to match people’s skill sets and passions with 

the tasks at hand.  

 

The following were qualities that the Council listed: Faithful energy 

(from an area of interest/calling; recognizing/inviting that call in oth‐

ers; freedom of expression; dedication; inspirational; visionary; able to 

listen and find humility in what we hear; love; resilience; healthy com‐

munication; wisdom; ability to problem solve; optimistic; a focus on 

what’s best for the whole; transparency; not anxious; and the ability 

to forgive and be forgiven.  

 

An auspicious list for sure.  However, these qualities are steeped in Christ like behavior.  Isn’t that what we 

want to see in our leaders:  to be imitators of Christ?  I would answer with a resounding YES!  Isn’t that what 

we are all striving to do in our daily lives – at church, in our families and in our community?  And, don’t many 

members of our congregation possess these traits?  Yes, again!   

 

Have you given thought to where you could lead at Saugatuck?   If you  

haven’t – it’s time.   

Blessings, 

Priscilla Long, Moderator 
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A labyrinth is constructed as a single path, a series of 
concentric circles with many turns all leading to a 
center.  Going back thousands of years, labyrinths 
have independently existed in mulƟple cultures as an 
ancient means to recognize spiritual energy.  To ex-
perience the energy offered by the labyrinth, one 
walks from its entrance to its center, pausing to med-
itate, and then back again following the same path to 
exit.  For many, walking the labyrinth provides a 
calming meditaƟve state that allows for a shiŌ in con-
sciousness and can re-energize, reduce stress and 
help re-focus and nurture the soul. 

The SCC Labyrinth 

The path of Saugatuck’s Labyrinth is lined with over 1500 individually 
laid bricks.  The center of our labyrinth is circular in shape and about 6 
feet in diameter.  Our labyrinth has 7 rings designed to traverse the 
material world through to the realm of higher consciousness.  The en-
Ɵre labyrinth spans approximately 50 feet.  A world-renowned dowser, 
Marty Cain, assisted in determining the opƟmal locaƟon of the rings, 
the spine and its entrance. 

How the SCC Labyrinth Came to Be 

For many years, members of Saugatuck CongregaƟonal Church have 
been anxious to build a labyrinth on church property that would be open 
to anyone interested in taking its spiritual route. A confluence of events 
made that eventuality a reality. A surplus of bricks from a recent church 
renovaƟon, stored in the church parking lot, gave impetus for ideas to 
use them.  

When SCC member and confirmand Liam Borner was considering various Eagle Scout projects, members Betsy Gilles-
pie, Linda Bruce and Sara Walsh became involved to support Liam and to put the excess bricks to good use, resulƟng in 
the Saugatuck Labyrinth project.   Betsy then approached church member, Meredith Lederer, to assist in overseeing 
the project from the perspecƟve of the church, working closely with Pastor Alison PaƩon. 

Linda Bruce contacted a dowser, Marty Cain, who had helped the Bruce family with their labyrinth in Maine. She hap-
pened to be visiƟng New England from her home in North Carolina, and coincidentally had brought her dowsing mate-
rials with her on the trip.  Marty spent a weekend in Westport, offering a slideshow and lecture presentaƟon, and 
teaching a workshop on dowsing, while guiding a group of about a dozen people to lay out what would become the 
Saugatuck Labyrinth. 

Over the course of several weekends, members and friends of Saugatuck CongregaƟonal Church, along with represent-
aƟves and scouts of Boy Scout Troop 36, completed the installaƟon of the permanent labyrinth in a very special tree 
lined secƟon off the front lawn of the church at 245 Post Road East in Westport.  Close to 200 people hours of labor 
went into the tedious process of digging trenches and laying individual bricks. 

Barbara King, Troop 36 commiƩee chair and Craig PaƩon, Scoutmaster were overseers of Liam Borner for the Eagle 
phase of the project.  Liam’s role in building the labyrinth was to organize people, equipment, bricks and refreshments 
over a period of 3 weekends in October. 

 It is expected that this labyrinth will become an oŌ visited spiritual retreat for all members of the community and   
beyond. 

Meredith Lederer 

What is a Labyrinth? 

And a labyrinth was built by an enthusias c,      

dedicated workforce. Liam Borner (center) with 

Betsy Gillespie (le } and Meredith Lederer 
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Joan Cavanaugh:		Having	lived	between	New	York	City	and	Westport	for	many	years	Joan	decided	in	
May,	to	make	Westport	her	permanent	home.	She	is	a	widow	with	5	grandchildren	who	are	all	newly	
University	graduates.	In	fact,	this	quote	from	a	grandchild’s	thank	you	note	speaks	to	how	she	inspires	
those	around	her.	“Thank	you	for	teaching	me	that	“girls	rule”	and	inspiring	me	to	be	an	accomplished,	
driven,	successful	woman.	I	am	so	lucky	that	I	have	you	in	my	life	to	inspire	me.”	Joan	believes	that	her	
life	as	a	teacher,	corporate	administrator,	entrepreneur	and	community	leader	has	been	and	continues	
to	be	about	awakening	the	Holy	Spirit	in	those	she	meets	and	with	whom	she	works,	even	with	some‐
thing	as	simple	as	a	smile	or	a	greeting.	She	looks	forward	to	helping	grow	our	community	and	sharing	
her	teaching	skills	with	the	children’s	Sunday	School	program.	

Karen Kaminsky:		Karen	and	her	daughter	Willow	have	resided	in	Westport	for	two	years.		Willow	is	
attending	ϐirst	grade	at	Long	Lots	Elementary	School,	and	at	present,	Karen	is	a	full	time	Mom.		They	are	
in	the	midst	of	renovating	their	vintage	house,	and	enjoy	spending	time	in	the	backyard	growing	ϐlowers	
and	vegetables.		Karen	grew	up	in	Rhode	Island	and	she	and	Willow	spend	a	lot	of	time	visiting	family	
there.		They	also	love	the	local	beaches,	the	Westport	Library,	New	York	City,	and	when	winter	comes,	
they	spending	many	weekends	snowboarding	and	skiing.	They	are	looking	forward	to	becoming	mem‐
bers	of	the	Saugatuck	Congregational	Church	community.	

AeRhee Lee: AeRhee	has	been	a	pharmacist	for	20	years.	She	moved	to	Westport	last	year	to	take	a	
new	position	with	Yale	Smilow	cancer	center.		Her	passion	is	Eastern	Healing	Food	Medicine.	She	has	
written	a	couple	of	books	on	the	subject	and	gives	talks	on	healing	foods	from	Asia	at	numerous	venues	
when	she	is	asked	to.	Following	her	passion,	AeRhee	founded	a	company	called	‘Healing	Foods	To	Go/
Kitchen	Medicine’	which	is	an	on‐line	alternative	provider	for	people	whose	health	is	compromised.	
AeRhee	also	loves	clamming,	sailing	and	blue	crabbing.	AeRhee	has	two	adult	children	who	live	and	
work	in	Manhattan	and	who	she	sees	often.	She	grew	up	in	a	UCC	family	and	admires	the	UCC	spirit	that	
moves	our	belief	into	action.	She	is	looking	forward	to	being	part	of	the	UCC	family	and	is	looking	for‐
ward	to	contributing	what	she	can,	when	she	can	and	wherever	she	can.			

SCC Volunteer Opportunity - Crib Room 

ChrisƟan EducaƟon is hoping to find a few adult volunteers for our crib room rotaƟon during the Sunday ser-
vice.  Please consider spending some Ɵme with our youngest congregants!  Contact CE at saugatuck-
church.ce@gmail.com with quesƟons or if you have an interest in volunteering.  Who couldn't use a liƩle 
more play Ɵme in their week? 

Saugatuck Congrega onal 

Church’s Growing Family 

 AeRhee Lee 

 Karen Kaminsky  

 Pastor Alison 

  Joan Cavanaugh 
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Saugatuck Happenings:  Cleaning Up Saugatuck River Shores 

Our Member in Discernment is also a pa ent and talented gardener. She applied 

her talents and energy to making the church flower boxes ready for fall and winter. 
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NEW!  The Healing Prayer Group will be meeƟng on the third Sunday in the month from 5-
6:30..  It will be at 35 Bridge Street, #109 at the Saugatuck Coop.  This month it will be on No-
vember 15th.  Please come and pray for others and if you choose for ourselves.  Blessings, 
Anne PaƩerson 

 

 

 
The tradition continues at SCC… 

All children through grade 4 and their parents 
are cordially invited to the 

Angel Breakfast 
December 6th  at 9:30 am 

Hoskins Hall 
 

 

Birthdays in November: 

2   Sandra Long  4   Jackie Flournoy  4   Craig Pa on   4   Nolan Call 

11 Kim Mathias  11 Dana Langham  13 Liz-Ann Koos   14 Mark Mathias  

16 Be y Minor  20  Vonnie Spies  22 Heather Hamilton 

26 David Cross  29 Lee Bemus  30 Jus n Jendrock 
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The Westport Community Theatre held a 

fundraiser to benefit a newly established 

scholarship honoring Westporter Bill Meyer, 

a volunteer for WCT and many other causes. 

It included a pre-show recepƟon at the 

Westport Historical Society followed by a 

staged reading of “Our Town” by Thornton 

Wilder in the Town Hall theater with many 

local poliƟcians and well-known Westporters 

joining the cast. The scholarship will be given in Meyer’s name to a Staples High School theater department 

senior “who personifies the spirit of volunteerism that Bill lived every day.	 	Phyllis	Groner	for	WestportNow.com	
 

A view of Earthplace’s new water quality laboratory dedicated as the Harbor Watch Richard Harris Laboratory in honor 

of Dick Harris, the retired director and founder of Harbor Watch. Since its inception, Harbor Watch has monitored more 

than 250 sites for a variety of physical and biological parameters. (Photo by Julia Mally for WestportNow.com) 

 

MEN’S RETREAT: 

SAUGATUCK ENTERTAINERS 

Rear: Doug Johnston, Craig Gilles-

pie, Bob Yingling, Art Schoeller, 

Larry Robinson 

Front: Dan Long, Willie Salmond, 

Larry Aasen, Bob Mitchell . . . . . 

Lots of music 

and a good me was had by all! 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
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Saugatuck Happenings:   
Blessing of the Animals hosted by Saugatuck Church & Westport Animal Shelter Advocates 

Pot Luck Supper & Bingo 

All Hallows Fest 

Pianist Robert Cassidy Concert  

Welcome Back Sunday, September 13th 
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Support our HS mission trip – June 2016! 
 

November 1st – December 31st Holiday Greens Fundraiser (see flyer) 
www.worcesterwreaths.com use code SCCYG 

Youth receive 25% of proceeds and you receive a 10% discount on your online order! 
 

Sunday, November 8th – Books, Bake Goods and Dinner to Go* 
Books, games, puzzles, DVDs and more….on Front Lawn (weather permitting) 

Bake Sale and Dinner to Go in Hoskins Hall during Fellowship Hour 
*Book and Bake Sale donations greatly appreciated. 

 
Thursday, November 19th – Panera Bread Westport 
Pick up a flyer in church or from a youth group member prior to 11/19. 

Bring your flyer to Panera Bread in Westport on 11/19, place an order and the youth group will receive a per-
centage of the proceeds! 

 
Sunday, November 22nd – Mission Trip Announcement Brunch 

HS Mission Trip youth will host a brunch for the congregation during Fellowship Hour. 
Suggested donation: $10/pp or $20/family 

 
 

Need more info? Contact Dana Johnson at dana21@optonline.net 
 

Our Youth Raking Leaves and 

Relaxing with Nourishment & Conversa on 
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“A		year	ago	I	knew	only	one	of	you	.	.	.	.	

I	had	been	brought	up	very	Catholic.	Fifteen	years	of		Catholic		education,	countless	years	of	working	with	
the	CYO	and	ϐifty	years	of	Mass	every	Sunday,	holiday	and	holy	day.	But	I	had	grown	apart	from	my	church.	

August	of	last	year	started	a	time	period	that	became	a	pivotal	awakening	for	me.	I	became	ill	and	was	diag‐
nosed	having	a	ruptured	appendix.”		

As	Judy	recovered,	her	sister	became	ill	and	was	hospitalized	with	serious	life‐threatening	medical	prob‐
lems.	Judy	was	met	at	the	hospital	by	a	social	worker	and	a	chaplain.	The	chaplain	was	our	own	long	time	
member,	Linda	Bruce.	They	accompanied	me	into	a	room	to	meet	the	ER	doctor	and	to	see	my	sister	who	
was	on	a	respirator	and	unconscious.	

Amputation	of	one	of	her	legs	was	recommended.	“I	felt	unbelievably	frail	and	in	the	need	of	human	pres‐
ence.	As	I	was	standing	at	the	nurses’	station	awaiting	the	paperwork	to	allow	the	amputation,	I	felt	myself	
shaking	like	I	had	never	felt	in	my	life,	Then,	I	felt	a	calm	hand	on	my	arm.	I	turned	and	was	thankful	to	see	
Linda	Bruce	by	my	side	to	comfort	me	and	to	escort	me	to	the	hospital	chapel	to	talk.”	

“Yet	the	emotional	upheaval	was	taking	a	heavy	toll	on	me.	Linda	calmly	reminded	me	that	my	suffering	was	
my	own	and	it	was	okay	to	feel	that	way.	I	felt	the	need	to	return	to	a	church.	Linda	mentioned	a	Women’s	
Spirituality	Group	in	her	church.	

It	was	here	that	an	amazing	experience	occurred.	Within	minutes,	a	number	of	the	women	from	the	Spiritu‐
ality	Group	welcomed	me	to	their	group.	It	was	here	that	my	love	of	Saugatuck	and	its	people	began.	

I	am	awed	and	genuinely	thankful	by	the	welcome	that	I	have	felt	from	the	members	of	this	church,	many	of	
whom	have	become	lasting	friends.	I	have	shared	in	the	Women’s	Retreat,	and	very	recently	in	the	building	
of	our	brand	new	labyrinth.	Again,	the	love	of	this	church	was	so	different	from	anything	that	I	had	ever	wit‐
nessed	in	my	life.	

I	want	to	publicly	thank	all	of	the	members	of	this	family	who	have	taken	the	time	to	talk	to	me.	Even	if	you	
only	have	come	to	me	at	the	sign	of	peace,	please	know	that	I	have	been	uniquely	touched	by	the	warmth	of	
each	and	everyone	of	you.	This	is	what	community	truly	is.	This	is	what	I	have	missed	for	most	of	my	life.	
And	when	despair	and	anguish	comes	to	me	from	here	on,	I	know	that	I	will	have	many	supportive	friends	
right	here.	Friends	who	care,	to	laugh	with,	and	to	cry	with.	Friends	who	will	always	be	there	for	me	when	I	
need	them,	and	I	will	be	there	for	them.	

I	especially	want	to	thank	Linda	Bruce	for	being	present	for	me.	I	have	no	doubt	in	my	mind	that	God’s	spirit	
was	involved	in	bringing	Linda	to	me	when	I	needed	her	most.”	

So,	in	closing	let	me	say.		God	Bless	Saugatuck	Church……My	Church.	

Judy	Puchalski	

During	the	Stewardship	Drive	several	members	of	the	
church	have	given	their	testimonials.	On	October	25th	Judy	
Puchalski	gave	her	testimonial.	Judy	is	a	recent	new	member	
and	has	become	our	volunteer	ϔinancial	secretary.	
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 Two Opportuni es for Ac ng on Your Passion for Social Jus ce 

We need “Co‐Stewards” for two of Saugatuck’s Mission Partners: 

 The Open Door – see  hƩp://www.opendoorshelter.org 

  PosiƟve DirecƟons  -- hƩp://www.posiƟvedirecƟons.org 
 

WHAT DO MISSION PARTNER CO-STEWARDS DO? 

Become familiar with the organizaƟon so you can look for ways other Saugatuck members can get involved. 

1 month/year educate the congregaƟon about your organizaƟon, e.g write a Herald arƟcle and bulleƟn prayers.  Or-

ganize a special offering  for your partner agency that month (bulleƟn and pulpit announcement on the 1st Sunday 

of your month; put special offering envelopes in the pews before the service.) 

 Meet with other Stewards briefly 3 Ɵmes/year to coordinate and make budget decisions. 

As you can see, it’s not a lot of work.  Besides helping to carry out Christ’s  mission of caring for vulnerable persons, 
your work as a co-steward helps our church maintain its strong Missions reputaƟon. 

Contact Frank Basler at frank.basler@gmail .com or 203-345-5682 to get your quesƟons answered. 

CHURCH HOSTS NEEDED and WANTED 

When the church is rented to outside groups or individuals aŌer 5:00 pm or on weekends it would be most helpful to 
have one or two people on hand to welcome the group, be available to answer quesƟons or help them find things 
they need for their event, and to close up at the appointed Ɵme. 

 If we get enough people volunteering to do this, you would probably only be needed to help two or three Ɵmes/
year.  Frank will ask one of you be to be a coordinator, who Marcia can contact when an event is being planned.  That 
person will then e-mail or call the folks on this volunteer hosts list to find one or two people for that date. 

 This is a fine way to show a welcoming face to people wanƟng to use our church.  It will help with both rental income 
and, possibly, with membership! 

 Interested?  Please contact Frank Basler at frank.basler @gmail.com.  Many thanks in advance! 

From Our Board of Missions 

Recognition of 
Our  

Church School  
Teachers     
on October 
5th 
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“Thin Places” Art Show Explores Community 

 
MaryEllen Hendricks first started thinking about her Thin Places Project after hearing a sermon at Compo 
Beach about the small island of Iona off the coast of Scotland. 

“Thin places,” she explained, “are places where the distance between heaven and earth 
are tissue thin.”  
She’s spent the last two years documenting people from the community’s thin places, 
places of reflection and escape. “What I love about it,” she said, “is that people have 
thin places in their own backyard, across the street, around the corner. You don’t need 
to travel to somewhere like Iona to find them.” She’s captured these photos on antique 
equipment, including a lens from the late 1800s.  
Her husband, Michael Hendricks, explains how the primitive photography lends some-
thing to the photos that is lost with modern equipment. “They capture auras,” he said, 
“they leave room for interpretation.” 

Now, the photos are printed on silk and displayed in Saugatuck Congregational Church. Some hang from the 
ceiling, fluttering in the breeze, while most are framed on the wall, with a small quote from the person who 
contributed the place.  
All of the photographs have a full life behind them –– a photo of a small toy soldier on the beach simply cap-
tioned “I need to be my own knight in shining armor,” is the story of a woman who, after her mother’s 
death, had continued to visit the beach, a place her mother had so loved.  
“I come here and I’m just at peace,” reads a quote next to a photo of the woods.  
“All of a sudden this blinding joy came over me,” declares an image of a marsh at sunrise.   
“It’s about the stories first,” said Michael Hendricks. “The photographs are trying to catch the relationship 
between a person and a place.” 
Looking at the photos, it’s easy to feel the connection. Priscilla Long of Westport said as she pointed to a 
photo of the sanctuary of Saugatuck Congregational Church, “This one is so peaceful. It actually brought 
tears to my eyes.” 
Nicole Mathias ’16, who has known MaryEllen Hendricks since kindergarten, said of the photographs, “You 
can really see the movement of the natural world in her photos,” and went on to say that the creativity that 

(Con nued on page 15) 

Thin Places, an exhibit by 
MaryEllen Hendricks, on display 
in Hoskins Hall at Saugatuck 
Congregational Church.  
 
Article written by Sophie Call, 
Staff Writer for Inklings, Staples 
High School Newsletter 
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she’s always admired in MaryEllen Hendricks is completely visible in this installation.   
Standing in this room, surrounded by the private places of dozens of people, it’s easy to feel the connection 
that MaryEllen Hendricks was photographing.  
“At first, I thought this was going to be an exercise in photography,” she said. “What I quickly came to un-
derstand was it was an exercise in community and trust.” 
Sophie Call, Staff Writer for Inklings 

 

(Con nued from page 14) 

Four of the Thin Places, printed on silk and hung from the ceiling. 
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The following ar cle was wri en by Larry Aasen,  printed in the  October 15th issue of the Westport Minuteman and  

edited to u lize our limited space. I highly approve and support ar cles on our community issues.  If you have “opinions” 

that would be interes ng to the Herald readers please submit them to the editor, jmangold@optonline.net. 

In the 1940’s. Americans were wor-
ried because countries like Germany 
and Japan were building up their ar-
mies. Today, one man with a gun can 
shock and frighten an enƟre naƟon or 
a town like Westport. Almost every 
week, there is another terrible 
shooƟng in the United States. 

According to Wikipedia, the source for 
most of the facts in this story, from 
1991 to August 2015, there were 
some 35 mass shooƟngs in the United 
States, resulƟng in 293 deaths. These 
tragedies include the Newtown, Con-
necƟcut massacre with 27 killed and 
the aƩack in Blacksburg, Virginia 
where 32 died. 

Who are these people doing these 
horrific shooƟngs? Why do they mur-
der people? All too oŌen, we see pho-
tos of these killers on TV, in our news-
papers. 

Most of them look like everybody 
else, but they must be filled with rage 
or have mental problems. There are 
many reasons why they kill, some un-
known. The most common reasons, 
many experts day, are insanity, grudg-
es, drugs, job loss or hatred against 
the world as they see it. 

Most of these shooƟngs have been 
carried out by young men, between 
18 and 40, and mostly white. Almost 
all have been American ciƟzens. 

The shooƟngs are in major ciƟes, Los 
Angeles , Chicago, and Detroit, and in 
smaller places such as Columbine, Col-
orado and Roseburg, Oregon. They 
happen in every region of the country. 
They happen where people gather, in 
movie theaters, schools and public 
buildings.  

A personal experience I had in 1987 
in New York City indicates how gun-
related incidents can happen any-
where, anyƟme, I worked in the 
Helmsley building and was taking the 
stairway in the Pan Am building down 
into Grand Central StaƟon during the 
rush hour. A nice-looking you man 
about 20 pushed a gun against my 
chest and demanded my money. Hav-
ing been in the Army, I could see it 
was a very real gun. I gave him $50. 
Then he asked for my ring. Stupidly, I 
said “but it is my wedding ring.” A 
man standing  next to me said, “What 
is going on here?” I cried out, “He’s 
mugging me.” The man ran up the 
stairs, I ran down into Grand Central. 
When I found a cop, I was shaking 
and swearing and didn’t make much 
sense. 

When I entered our Westport home 
that night, my wife said I was white 
as a ghost. This happened years ago, 
but I sƟll dream about it. Why did this 
young man try such a hold up in the 
busiest building in New York? A po-
liceman said, “He was probably hard 
up for a fix.” 

Where do these mad men get their 
guns? Many have been purchased in 
retail gun stores. Store owners should 
be reminded that they have the pow-
er to refuse to sell a gun to anybody. 
Gun buyers must be given complete 
background checks. This effort has 
been fought by gun lobbies in every 
state. This is very upseƫng. Public 
opinion polls indicate that a majority 
of Americans believe in background 
checks. But few of our leaders in the 
Senate or Congress up for elecƟon 
dare to cross the gun lobby, The gun 

lobby has big money and they play 
hard ball. Congressmen who oppose 
background checks should not be giv-
en contribuƟons and should be target-
ed in their next elecƟon. 

Many will conƟnue to fight new gun 
laws. Having once worked on HunƟng  
and Fishing magazine, I knew your gun 
editors and writers very well. It will be 
hard to get them to change their 
minds. 

 Based on the personal experiences, I 
think the subject of gun control will 
not go away. However, I would hope 
and pray, that sensible background 
check laws would be passed soon. I 
would hope that people would learn 
that more guns in America will not 
result in more security, and that guns 
in homes should be kept under lock 
and key.  

This would reduce the number  of gun 
accidents. I would hope that idiot laws 
allowing people to carry guns into 
bars, churches, night clubs and on col-
lege campuses would be repealed. I 
would hope that parents would recog-
nize that teaching  young children 
how to shoot a gun could have dan-
gerous consequences. 

There is hope. It took Ɵme to get seat 
belt laws. But now we have them. 
Maybe sensible gun laws like those in 
Europe will come to America. But it 
will take Ɵme.  

However, we must not let one insane 
person with a gun grip us with fear. 

Larry Aasen 

One man with a gun:  ShooƟngs afflict American communiƟes 

16 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


